
5 Tips For The Tag Play At The Plate 

A tag play at the plate is among the most exciting plays in baseball and softball. The decision the umpire 

renders on a close play at home determines whether the run scores. Sometimes the play even decides the 

game.  

1. Too often, umpires incorrectly believe they’ve got to have their noses right on the play to make 

a good call at the plate. Just as umpires should maintain proper distance on the bases for a force 

or tag play, the same philosophy holds for plays at the plate. Rarely has a call at the plate been 

missed because the umpire was too far away. Conversely, too many umpires are so close to the 

action that plays explode in front of them. 

2. Make sure the catcher (or whichever fielder happens to be covering the plate) has held onto the 

ball before making your ruling. If the ball is hidden from your view, say, “Show me the ball!” 

Once you’re certain it’s secure, make the out call. But if you ask to see it and it’s shown to you, 

you can’t call the runner safe. 

3. Don’t forget about the retired runner in case there’s a subsequent play at another base. Although 

unlikely in this situation, interference is a possibility. Additionally, a play of this nature might 

be a candidate for malicious contact. 

4. If the coach wants to dispute the ruling at the plate, she will have to wait until all playing action 

has ceased and time has been called. 
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