NFHS Baseball
Comments
1. Braces, casts and splints need to be padded and inspected on a game-to-game basis.  It may be that an umpire in one game will allow a player to play with his cast, splint or brace because in that umpire’s opinion, there is no danger.  The umpire-in-chief of another game has the authority to rule the legality of all equipment, and his decision shall be final and not based upon a previous ruling of another umpire.

2. Protests may no longer be honored because the game was played on a non-regulation facility.  When a game is started on a non-regulation facility, the coaches have either by inference or by mutual agreement consented to play the game even though the field does not meet all rule specifications.

3. If, in the judgment of the umpire, the designated media area is not safely located or could be involved in play too much, the umpire has the authority to prohibit the use of the designated media area.

4. Headbands are legal.

5. The amount a pitcher may pitch is determined by the state associations, not the coaches or umpires.

6. After assuming a set position stance on the plate, the pitcher must step clearly backward off the plate with the pivot foot in order to play on R1 at the plate.

7. After assuming a windup position stance on the plate, the pitcher must step clearly backward off the plate with the pivot foot in order to play on R1 at the plate.

8. There is a distinction between “stepping off” the pitcher’s plate and “stepping toward” a base.  “Stepping off” means that pitcher has removed his pivot foot backward from the plate and has become an infielder.  “Stepping toward” indicates movement of the non-pivot foot toward a base. 

9. How does an illegal pitch differ from a balk?  A pitch is illegal if it does not conform to the requirements of the windup position or the requirements of the set position.  An illegal pitch can occur with or without a runner(s).  If there is a runner(s), it is one type of balk.  If the pitch is illegal and there is no runner(s), a ball is awarded to the batter’s count, whether or not it is pitched.  A balk can occur only when there is a runner(s).  When a balk is called, it never includes the awarding of a ball in addition to an advance by the runner(s).  As an example of the differences, with no runner(s), a quick pitch is an illegal pitch and is called a ball whether or not it goes through the strike zone.  If there is a runner(s), a quick pitch is a balk.  The ball is dead immediately when an illegal pitch is called.
10. Is it necessary that the entire ball, when legally pitched and before it has touched the ground but not swung at, pass through the batter’s strike zone to be called a strike?  It is a strike when any part of the ball on a legal pitch enters the strike zone.  The umpire shall determine a batter’s strike zone according to the usual stance of the batter.

11. All defensive players except the catcher are to be in fair territory at the time of the pitch.  By definition and interpretation, at least one foot must be in fair territory to comply with this rule.

12. If the catcher, or any other defensive player, obstructs the batter before he has become a batter-runner, the batter is awarded first base.  If on such obstruction a runner is trying to score by a steal or a squeeze from third base, the play will be delayed dead ball which results in the runner on third scoring and the batter being awarded first base.  Runners not attempting to steal or not forced to advance remain on the bases occupied at the time of the obstruction.

13. In all cases, the umpire has the final say as to whether equipment is legal and/or minimizes risk to the player(s).

14. The lines of the batter’s box are within the box.  When taking a stance in the box, both of the batter’s feet must be completely in the batter’s box (not touching the ground outside the batter’s box).  When making contact with the pitched ball, if the foot is touching the line of the batter’s box, it is considered to be in the batter’s box even if it is also touching the ground outside the line of the batter’s box.

15. If the pitcher steps off the plate for good reason, such as to tie his shoe, wipe perspiration from his glasses, etc., he should request time, but if the reason is obvious, umpires should grant time regardless.  The same should apply to batters.

16. No runs can score if the third out is a force out or if the batter does not reach first.    

17. The scorebook of the home team shall be the official scorebook unless the umpire-in-chief rules otherwise.  Individuals who keep their team’s scorebook should pay particular attention to the score that is posted on the scoreboard, or that is announced over the PA system.  If there is any confusion about the number of runs scored, the official scorekeeper should be consulted immediately.  Umpires are not required to sign the scorebook to make it official.
